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A few days later an active campaign was initiated for
the restoration of order. In all parts of Spain the police
set to work to track down and arrest Fascists. A Bill was
passed threatening those officers who had resigned from
the Army since 1931 with the withdrawal of the privileges
granted to them should they be found engaging in con-
spiracy against the State, or belonging to associations de-
clared to be illegal. A Bill to revise the Land Reform Act
was also tabled.
After the formation of the Azafia Government the
President, Senor Alcala Zamora, began to find his position
difficult. He was the friend of neither the Right nor Left,
and had striven throughout his period of office for the
formation of a strong Centre Party. The elections had
shattered all his hopes in this respect, and the Left Parties
demanded his resignation for having cynically dissolved
the previous Cortes at a moment which he deemed most
favourable to the furtherance of his own. policy. On
7th April a joint SociaHst-Communist motion was passed
with an overwhelming majority to censure his action on
that occasion.
On the same evening Senor Martinez Barrio was
appointed provisional President, and the following morning
took possession of his office at the National Palace. By the
Constitution, convocations for a presidential election were
issued within the following thirty days. (The President
is elected by a number of" Compromisarios " correspond-
ing to the number of Deputies in the Cortes.)
Few presidents have had a more difficult task than Alcald
Zamora. When first he took office in 1931 divisions in the
Republican ranks had become apparent. As a Catholic, he
objected strongly to those sections of the Constitution
which had been devised to curtail the power of the Church ;